Death attributed to amobarbital and levomepromazine intoxication.
A 29-year-old man, possibly a schizophrenic patient, was found dead 9 h after admission to a hospital. Autopsy revealed neither significant injuries nor diseases except for congestion of all organs. Microscopic examination revealed severe edema in the lung and slight centrilobular necrosis in the liver. Since amobarbital and levomepromazine were detected by drug screening, the concentrations of these drugs in the victim's body fluids and tissues were determined using gas chromatography-mass spectrometry. The whole blood concentrations of amobarbital and levomepromazine were 9.02 microg/ml and 231 ng/ml, respectively. These levels exceeded therapeutic ranges, but are not so toxic or fatal. However, on the basis of the findings in the literature and of the severe lung edema and centrilobular necrosis in the liver, the cause of his death was judged to be amobarbital and levomepromazine intoxication.